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Session 3 ~ Media Day
November 10, 2009 
Itinerary: Franklin-Grand Isle LEAD
Hoehl Welcome Center, St. Michael’s College
Objectives:

1.) To provide LEAD participants with an understanding of the media in Vermont and how quickly the landscape changes, and, in some essential respects, doesn’t.

2.) To use an interactive exercise to give participants a sense of what it’s like to be a newspaper editor.

3.) To better understand the social media forms of communication and how they are being used to gather news, sell wares or to tell a story.

√ 8:30 to 9 a.m. – Coffee, muffins & networking
√ 9 – 10:15 -- What does the future of journalism look like in Vermont? Do the economic challenges facing big city media outlets, similarly affect Vermont’s media outlets? This panel will involve experts from television, radio and print and will be moderated by Traci Griffith, Professor of Journalism at Saint Michael’s College.

Panelists:

Anson Tebbetts, news director at WCAX-TV

Ross Sneyd, news editor, Vermont Public Radio

Emerson Lynn, publisher and editor, St. Albans Messenger

√ 10:15 – 11:30 -- It’s in your hands!
This panel includes some of Vermont’s better-known bloggers, twitterers, etc.  In our technological era, anyone can start a blog, or start a twitter campaign or attract legions to a Facebook campaign. How does it affect the news that is gathered, are people paying attention, and is it for real? This panel will be moderated by Steve Costello, Director of Public Affairs for Central Vermont Public Service.

Panelists:

Geoffrey Norman – Vermont Tiger

Mike Smith – The man behind ActiveGeezering.com, media critic and former Secretary of Administration for Gov. Jim Douglas

Anne Galloway – former Sunday editor of the Rutland Herald and Times Argus and presently “digger in chief” of the statewide online news publication: vtdigger.org. whose mission “is to enhance democracy through in-depth, interactive journalism.”

√ 11:30-11:45 -- Class Exercise, Part 1 – You be the editor

Facilitated by former Burlington Free Press editorial page editor, and author Stephen Kiernan.

√ 11:45 – 12:45 -- Lunch in the adjacent cafeteria

√ 12:45 – 2 p.m. -- Class Exercise, Part II – You be the editor.
√ 2 – 2:15 – Break (coffee, tea, cookies and brownies)

√ 2:15 – 3:30 -- Social Media
A panel discussion focused on the mercurial state of social media and how explosive it has become. This panel includes professionals in public relations and marketing and we’ll talk about how the interactive platforms of Facebook, Twitter, Google Wave, etc affect our collective and individual needs to keep up and to tell our stories. Session will be moderated by Elaine Young, Associate Professor of Marketing/e-Business Management, Champlain College.

Panelists:
Cathy Resmer, Online editor and associate publisher of Seven Days

Jonathan Butler, Online manager for Vermont Public Radio

David Gibson, co-owner of Propeller Media Works

√ Adjourn
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